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Other SKF plain bearings and special solutions

Spherical plain bearings for road 
vehicles

SKF spherical plain bearings or bearing units
are also available for special applications. There-
fore, SKF works closely with the customer to 
develop customized products, e.g. solutions for 
centring propeller shafts or gear shifts.

Plain bearings for railway vehicles

The SKF assortment of plain bearings for rail-
way vehicles includes bogie swivel bearings for 
trams and heavy-duty goods wagons as well as 
spherical plain bearings and rod ends for trans-
verse stabilizers, tilting mechanisms etc.

Bushing units for off-highway vehicles

Many off-highway vehicles have bushings made 
of steel or bronze that require relubrication. SKF 
has developed state-of-the-art bushing units 
with seals. As these units do not require grease, 
costs are reduced and product ivity is increased.
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Spherical plain bearings and rod ends 
for the aircraft industry

SKF supplies a wide assortment of special 
spherical plain bearings and rod ends in various 
designs and materials for aerospace applica-
tions worldwide. The main applications are air-
frame bearings for the transmission of rotating, 
tilting and oscillating movements as used in 
undercarriages, spoilers, height and side  
rudders, wing flaps etc. 

Bushings, thrust washers and strips

SKF offers a wide assortment of bushings avail-
able from stock. Bushings are suitable for rotat-
ing, oscillating and linear movements and are 
available as cylindrical or flanged designs. 
Thrust washers are intended for applications 
where axial space is limited, maintenance is not 
possible and where lubricant starvation can 
occur.

SKF also supplies strips made of the same 
materials as thrust washers. They can be bent, 
pressed or coined to form flat linear guides, e.g. 
L-shaped or V-shaped profiles, or other types  
of dry sliding components.

Different materials meet different 
requirements:

•	 solid bronze, the traditional robust material
•	 sintered bronze with oil impregnation,  

for high sliding velocities
•	 wrapped bronze with lubrication pockets,  

for contaminated environments
•	 PTFE composite with reduced friction,  

for long service life
•	 POM composite, for minimal maintenance  

under arduous conditions
•	 PTFE polyamide, cost-effective and  

maintenance-free
•	 filament wound, for extreme conditions
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Other SKF plain bearings and special solutions

Rod ends for the food industry

The food and beverage processing industries 
have unique requirements. Depending on the 
application, equipment has to withstand the  
following influences: 

•	 hot, cold or wet environments 
•	 frequent wash downs
•	 exposure to harsh cleaning agents
•	 food and liquid contaminants
•	 a variety of chemicals

To deal with these challenging operating condi-
tions, SKF offers rod ends with a stainless steel 
housing or with a composite housing. Both 
series are equipped with a stainless steel inner 
ring and an injection moulded PTFE FRP dry 
sliding layer. The used materials provide the  
following properties: 

•	 corrosion resistant
•	 good wear resistance
•	 low friction
•	 cost-effective
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